Habitat Project Proposal

Proposal Title: Sabie Mountain Habitat Improvement Project Proposal Number: 1050

DWR Region: Central Region Lead Agency: USFS County: Tooele

Project Manager: Lance Stavast PM Phone: 8014915653 Regional Priority: Within Focus Area
Project Type: Terrestrial Habitat Proposed Start Date: 07/01/2008

Project Location:

Project Description:

Description of
Problem/Need:

Objectives:

Relevance to
Strategic Plans:

Spanish Fork Ranger District, Sabie Mountain area of the Vernon Unit 10 miles southeast of the town of Vernon.

Enhance 1,500 acres of sage steppe habitat with 1,300 acres of lop & scatter and 120 acres of bullhog treatments

The purpose of this project is to maintain previous chainings and enhance wildlife and watershed conditions, as well as to reduce
hazardous fuels and improve the fire condition class. Non-system roads and trails will be removed to protect the area from soll
compaction and loss of vegetation

Sabie Mountain is located within the Vernon Management Unit as outlined within the Uinta National Forest 2003 Land and Resource
Management Plan. The management prescription for the proposed project area is (3.1) Agatic, Terrestrial, and Hydrologic Resources.
This area provides large areas of important mule deer habitat.

Pinyon-junipers are invading the sagebrush/grassland steppe habitat that was previously chained areas in the 1970's. The invasion of
pinyon-junipers is limiting resources (water, light and nutrients) available to the understory vegetation. The increase in pinyon-junipers
causes a decrease in understory which can cause an increase in soil erosion which results in poor wildlife habitat. Other areas have
thick invasive mature Pinyon-Juniper, and have a limited understory. This project will help maintain the fire condition class 2 in the
area that is being threatened by the encroaching junipers.

The desired condition for pinyon/juniper in the Vernon Ecosystem Management Plan for Vegetation (May 1996) is to maintain greater
than 85 percent of potential ground cover on pinyon-juniper sites and to remove pinyon-juniper on sites with less than 30 percent
slope. Pinyon-Juniper invasion in the old chaining is outside of the range of natural variability of the ecosystem. Removing pinyon-
juniper will help maintain at least 85 percent of potential ground cover on these project sites for long term watershed health needs.
This desired condition for pinyon-juniper was developed to mimic conditions created by past fire regimes and is within the range of
natural variability for the Vernon Ecosystem.

Maintain integrity of previously chained areas. Reduce hazardous fuels. Close unauthorized roads.

The project area occurs within the sagebrush steppe type which is one of the key habitats identified in the WAP. This area supports
mule deer (Tier lll) and Greater sage grouse (Tier Il). Numerous other species of concern (Tier 1ll) also inhabit the area including
neotropical birds and raptors.

The proposed treatments lie within Central Region UPCD focus areas.

The proposed treatments will help address strategies outlined in the WDARM sage grouse conservation plan; By 2010, reduce
pinyon/juniper stands from sage-grouse use areas. Reduce the threat of conversion of sagebrush stands to invasive/noxious weed
communities. Work with public and private partners to implement livestock management plans that address seasonal needs of sage-
grouse and livestock operations. By 2016, increase brood-rearing habitat quality in the Resource Area.

The proposed projects will address some of the habitat management strategies outlined in the deer management plan for herd unit 19
(Vernon) including: continue to restore and improve sagebrush steppe habitats critical to deer according to DWR’s Habitat Initiative;
cooperate with federal land management agencies and private landowners in carrying out habitat improvements such as reseedings,
controlled burns, water developments etc. on public and private lands; and maintain and/or enhance forage production through direct
range improvements throughout the unit to achieve population management objectives.

The proposed projects will address the following goals and objectives of the Division of Wildlife Resources most recent strategic
management plan:

Resource Goal: expand wildlife populations and conserve sensitive species by protecting and improving wildlife habitat.

Objective 1: protect existing wildlife habitat and improve 500,000 acres of critical habitats and watersheds throughout the state by 2010.
Objective 3: conserve sensitive species to prevent them from becoming listed as threatened or endangered.

Constituency Goal: Achieve broad-based support for Division programs and budgets by demonstrating the value of wildlife to all
citizens of Utah.

Objective 2: improve communication with wildlife organizations, public officials, private landowners, and government agencies to obtain
support for Division programs.

This project is within the Vernon Management Area as defined by the 2003 Land and Resource Management Plan for the Uinta
National Forest. The management prescriptions for this area include (3.1) Aquatic, Terrestrial, and Hydrologis Resources, (3.3)
Aquatic and Terrestrial Habitat, and (6.1) Non-forested Ecosystems.

This project is consistent with the following sub-goals of the Forest Plan:

Monday, February 11, 2008 10:51:25 A Page 1 0of 4



Habitat Project Proposal

-0Sub-goal 2-1: “The fuel management aspect of the fire management program is emphasized through application of hazard reduction

activities”.

-0Sub-goal 2.10: “Management actions maintain ecosystem health and encourage conditions that are within the historic range of

variation”.

-0Sub-goal 2-23: “Areas identified as being of special concern for habitat such as big game winter range, big game natal areas . . . are

maintained and, where potential exists, improved or expanded.”

-0Sub-goal 2-25: “Maintain stable and upward conditions in big game winter range habitats and improve downward trend sites.”

It is anticipated that this project will be categorically excluded according to FSH 1909.15 31.2(6):
Timber stand and/or wildlife habitat improvement activities which do not the use of herbicides and do not require more than one mile of

road construction. A decision memo will be issued.

Potential Risks:

Proposed Methods: Hand cut approximately 1260 acres of pinyon-juniper trees in old chaining areas. Bullhog 120 acres of mature pinyon-juniper. Rip,

seed, and close 2 miles of non-system roads and trails.

Shapefile Name: 2 files: sabie lop&scatter and bullhog treatments Seed Source:

UPCD Reg Team Coord Date: 11/13/2007

Proposed
NEPA Action:

Proposed
Arch Action:

Vegetation Monitoring [ ] wildlife Monitoring

Monitoring Details:  photo points will be established and a range trend study site will be requested.

Cons. Outreach
Details:

SPECIES BENEFITING

Mule Deer Greater Sage-grouse Neotropical Birds

LAND OWNERSHIP

Owner Acres
USFS 1500
Total 1500

PROPOSED FUNDING

Amount Date Amount
Source Requested Approved Approved
DNR Watershed (FY09) $45,000.00 $0.00
USFS $61,000.00 $0.00
Habitat Acct 174 $20,000.00 $0.00
Totals $126,000.00 $0.00

Monday, February 11, 2008 10:51:27 A

Page 2 of 4



PROPOSED BUDGET

Item
NEPA
Contractual Services

Contractual Services

Project Map:
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Description

NEPA

lop & scatter 1,300 acres @ $50/acre
bullhog 120 acres of pj @ $300/acre

Totals
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DWR Account
$0.00
$65,000.00
$0.00

$65,000.00

In Kind/

Partner Contrib.

$25,000.00
$0.00
$36,000.00

$61,000.00
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